
During this unprecedented time in our world’s history, 
we offer you the following material for your praying and reflecting on God’s Word.  

Introduction - April 25, 2021

The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday.  Jesus calls himself 
the Good Shepherd.  He in turn is criticizing the leadership of the Pharisees and the 
other Jewish leaders.  Jesus describes his relationship with his followers as similar to 
the relationship between a good shepherd and his sheep.  As a good shepherd will 
risk and lay down his life in order to protect his sheep, Jesus willingly sacrifices 
himself for the sake of his sheep.  Jesus contrasts the actions of the good shepherd 
with the actions of the hired shepherd who abandons the sheep in the face of danger. 
In the verses following Jesus' teaching, we learn that the Pharisees and the other 
religious leaders understand that Jesus is referring to them when he describes the 
hired shepherds.  The concern of a good shepherd for his sheep is part of the 
shepherd’s job.  Jesus says, however, that the actions of the good shepherd are based 
upon the relationship that develops between the shepherd and the sheep.  This is at 
the heart of the difference between the good shepherd and the hired shepherd.  The 
good shepherd knows the sheep and therefore acts out of love.  For the Good 
Shepherd, this is never simply part of a job; this love-in-action is integral to his 
identity.  As the sheep are known by the Good Shepherd, the Father knows Jesus and 
Jesus knows the Father.  There is an essential unity between the Father and the Son. 
The freedom with which Jesus acts when he lays down his life is rooted in the unity 
that he shares with his Father.  Jesus also refers to others with whom he shares a 
relationship (those that don’t belong to this fold).  By this reference, John probably 
understands the eventual inclusion of the Gentiles in the Christian community.  Our 
modern ears hear this as a reference to Christian unity.  The work of ecumenism is to 
restore unity among all Christians so that we form one flock under one shepherd, as 
God desires.
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Lectio Divina with the Sunday Gospel

Lectio Divina means ‘divine reading’.  It is a way to pray using the holy scriptures in a step-by-step process.  
Gather the entire family around and make the sign of the Cross.  Light a candle. 

Leader: “Holy Spirit, you inspired the authors of Sacred Scripture to write what you wanted us to know for 
the sake of our salvation.  Inspire us now to hear those words not only with our ears, but our hearts, so that 
we might know your saving Word for us today.”

• Have one person read the scripture slowly, out loud and have a few moments of silence afterwards. (It may 
be helpful for everyone to have a copy of the reading).

• Read the scripture again out loud and choose a single word or short phrase that touches, speaks or surprises 
you. Share with everyone.

• Read the scripture out loud one more time and discuss what is happening directly in the text.

• Meditate on what God is doing now in our lives through this text.

• Respond to what God is doing through prayer.

• Contemplate on what God is asking of me through this text and how to use these words as a gift for others 
through my actions.

• After a period of silence, end with the Sign of the Cross.

The Holy Gospel for April 25, 2021

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

Jesus said:
“I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd
and does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away-
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.

The hired hand runs away
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.
And I lay down my life for the sheep.

I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. (see over)



Family Activities

✤ Gather the entire family.  Ask each person to close their eyes and one at a time, have 
one person say a sentence of their choosing that does not reveal their identity.  Once 
that person completes their sentence, take guesses on which person said it.  Continue 
until every member has spoken their words.  Your family will probably be very adept to 
recognizing each others’ voice, even without seeing them.  This comes about because 
of the very close relationship we have with our family members.  In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus explains the same idea.  He knows who we are and he knows our voice and vice 
versa because of the very intimate and loving relationship he has with us (reflected in 
the relationship of God the Father and Jesus), just like the Good Shepherd and his 
sheep.  Reflect on how you feel that Jesus is our Good Shepherd.  In what other ways is 
Jesus like a Good Shepherd?  How does that help us in our every day lives?

✤ As a family, research a story of courage.  Reflect on how it is that some people can 
exhibit tremendous courage during very challenging circumstances.  How can they risk 
their reputations and even their lives for such a cause?  This is not an easy question to 
answer as there are many variables but there is no doubt that the underlying factor is 
love.  People who do courageously difficult things do it because of love.  Now reflect 
on Jesus and how he loves us.  

✤ If we are called to be like Christ, how can we be like the Good Shepherd?  The Good 
Shepherd loves and cares for his sheep so much that he would even lay down his life 
for them.  Shepherding is serious business.  It means that we cannot run away, but we 
must lay down our lives for the sake of others.  It calls us to commit ourselves to acts, 
such as caring for the sick, feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, forgiving those who 
wrong us, loving others as God has loved us.  These acts are the very “stuff” of our 
everyday living and loving, in our families and in our service to the poor.

✤ Who are the people around you that are Good Shepherds?  How do you know? 
And who are the hirelings and wolves?

No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it up again.
I have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

(see over)



Prayer:

Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd of your people.  
Hear the cry of your flock as we pray, 

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, 
you call us to follow where you lead.  
Give us ears to hear and know your voice.  
And give us the courage and strength
to lay down our lives for one another,
as even you laid down your life for us.

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd,
gather to yourself the people of the world
so there will be one flock under your reign.  
Forgive us for our hatred and divisions.

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd,
you have blessed us with green pastures and still waters—
places in your world where we find rest and renewal.  
We thank you for the beauty of the earth.

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd,
even when wolves attack, you never leave your loved ones;
even in the valley of the shadow of death, you are present.  
Be with all victims of violence.  
Comfort them in their distress.

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd,
you love us so much that you call us each by name:
We pray for the healing of our brothers and sisters in your name.

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, 
you are our salvation.  
Grant all who have died a dwelling place in your house forever.

 Good Shepherd, Receive our prayer.  Amen


