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It is with great joy that I share with you the details of  our annual 
Grain of  Wheat Legacy Dinner, which will be held on Sunday, 
November 18th at St. Gianna’s Church. Unique to Living Waters 
Columbarium, the Grain of  Wheat Legacy Fund celebrates the legacy 
of  our beloved dead through the efforts of  groups/organizations that 
endeavour to transform the world. The celebration is made tangible 
through the presentation of  two awards. 

The Sowing Seeds Award acknowledge the efforts of  an organization on 
behalf  of  all the deceased enrolled in the Grain of  Wheat Legacy 
Fund. This year’s award will be presented to the Missionaries of  
Charity (Winnipeg). The sisters lovingly welcome our most vulnerable 
sisters and brothers to their home and serve them warm meals 
prepared in their  kitchen. 

The Grain of  Wheat Award celebrates the legacy of  a deceased 
individual whose remains are entombed or memorialized in the 
columbarium by connecting his or her legacy to the transformative 
work  being carried out by an organization. This year’s award 
celebrates the legacy of  Miguel Labossière, (entombed in Living 
Waters Columbarium)and will be presented to Loizza Aquino, 
founder of  Peace of  Mind Canada.  

Please join us for this wonderful celebration on 
November 18th! Banquet and ticket information is 
included in this newsletter. 

Monique Gauthier 
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“Grain of Wheat” Fund 
- our death as a gift to others

Our Death as a Gift to Others 

The Grain of  Wheat Fund is an 
opportunity to support charitable 
efforts locally and beyond, in 
memory of the beloved dead 
entombed and memorialized in 
Living Waters Columbarium. 
The fund is comprised of  
donations, as well as a portion of  
the columbarium’s annual 
income. Each year, in November, 
proceeds from the fund are used 
to celebrate the legacy of  our 
beloved deceased through the 
presentation of  two awards. 

The Sowing Seeds Award 
acknowledge the efforts of  an 
organization on behalf  of  all the 
deceased enrolled in the Grain of  
Wheat Legacy Fund. The Grain of  
Wheat Award celebrates the legacy 
of  a deceased individual whose 
remains are entombed or 

memorialized in the 
columbarium by connecting his 
or her legacy to the 
transformative work  being 
carried out by the organization. 

Why the Grain of Wheat Fund? 

This fund flows through the 
columbarium’s mission to be a 
visible sign of  the great 
proclamation of  our faith in the 
Resurrection of  Jesus Christ. The 
establishment of  the fund makes 
tangible the affirmation of  Jesus 
that “unless a wheat grain falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains only a 
single grain; but if  it dies it yields a 
rich harvest.” (John 12:24) As the 
grain of  wheat must die to bear 
fruit, so it is with us. Through our 
participation in the death and 
Resurrection of  Jesus, our death, 
along with its pain and suffering, 
can bring meaning and purpose 

to the lives of  others, and can 
bear fruit in ways that might not 
have been possible during our 
earthly life. Therein lies the 
power of  the Resurrection - that 
through the darkness of  death, 
new life is made possible. 

How Does the Grain of Wheat 
Fund relate to the deceased in 
the columbarium? 

The work carried out by the 
selected recipients of  the awards 
reflects something of  those 
entombed and memorialized in 
the columbarium, either to the 
charitable work they passionately 
embraced in life, or to the 
circumstances of  their death that 
have given way to new 
opportunities.The columbarium 
serves as a perpetual 
memorialization and final resting 
place for many people - the 
unborn whose feet never touched 
the earth, the infants and youth 
whose lives ended unexpectedly 
through tragedy or illness, the 
adults who suffered through long 
illnesses and others who lived 
into their very elderly years. All 
have left a unique ‘footprint’ and 
an indelible mark in the lives of  
their loved ones, and through the 
sadness and grief  that has 
followed, the most hope-giving 
aspect of  death emerges - that life 
is changed, not ended, and like 
the grain of  wheat that has died, 
a rich harvest is made possible. 



Which organizations∕groups 
qualify for the Awards? 

The potential recipients are 
nominated by the families of  the 
deceased. The recipients of  both 
awards are groups or 
organizations who endeavour to 
‘transform the world by choosing 
unconditional love and sacrifice’, 
and whose work is connected to 
the legacy of  the deceased. 

How will the annual recipients of 
the Awards be selected? 

Potential recipients are 
nominated for the awards by the 
families of  the deceased enrolled 
in the Grain of  Wheat Legacy 
Fund. Forms reflecting the 
required criteria are available on 
the Living Waters Columbarium 
website and can be completed 
online. Paper forms are also 
available at Living Waters 
Columbarium. Nominations are 
reviewed by a selection 
committee. 

Growing the Fund 

Donations 
Donations can be made to the 
Grain of  Wheat Legacy Fund in 
memory of  the beloved deceased 
entombed and memorialized in 
Living Waters Columbarium by 
completing the form on our 
website. The forms are also 
available at Living Waters 
Columbarium. Individuals and 
families can request that 
donations be made to the Grain 

of  Wheat Fund at the time of  
death, through an obituary 
notice. Donation receipts will be 
issued for donations of  $50.00 or 
more. 

A Legacy That Begins Now! 
Begin your legacy now by 
reserving your niche or 
purchasing a memorial in Living 
Waters Columbarium. A portion 
of  the sales from all niches, 
memorial inscriptions and family 
chapels are added to the Grain 
of  Wheat Fund on an ongoing 
basis. In this way, through your 
pre-need or memorial purchase, 
your legacy is already at work! 

Visit www.livingwaterswpg.ca for more 
information about the Grain of  Wheat 
Legacy Fund.

Sowing Seeds Award Recipient 2017:  Villa Rosa 
Left to right: Monique Gauthier (LivingWaters Columbarium), Josie Bartolome 
and Jerico Acaya (Grain of  Wheat Legacy family), Kathy Strachan (executive 

director of  Villa Rosa), Fr. Darrin Gurr (pastor os St. Gianna’s Church)
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Unique to Living Waters 
Columbarium, the Grain of  
Wheat Legacy Fund celebrates 
the legacy of  our beloved dead 
by acknowledging groups/
organizations that endeavour to 
transform the world.  
Join us for a wonderful evening 
of  food, fellowship and music 
that will include the presentation 
of  The Sowing Seeds Award and The 
Grain of  Wheat Award. 

Sowing Seeds  
Award Dinner 

Date:  November 18 
Time:  Dinner 5:30 PM 
Place:  St. Gianna’s Church 
Tickets:  $85.00 
(donation receipt issued for $25) 

Tickets may be purchased in 
person at Living Waters 
Columbarium or online at 
www.livingwaterswpg.ca       

Annual Sowing Seeds Award Dinner 
- Sunday, November 18, at St. Gianna’s Church

New Entombment Options 
- unique spaces for families of all sizes

As the columbarium becomes 
known to people across Canada 
and the United States, we are 
pleased to expand our 
entombment options with the 
installation of  two new sections. 
Both include unique 
entombment spaces that are 
brand new to the columbarium.  

Located in the prime area 
beneath the baptismal font, our 
new curved bank includes family 
entombment spaces for the 
remains of  4 or 6 people, as well 

as niches for single and double 
entombment, and  memorial 
doors. 

The second installation  is the 
completion of  a wall offering 
entombment spaces for 
families of  up to 9. These 
include an option to 
memorialize family members 
who may be interred 
elsewhere, in which case the 
cemetery name and location is 
added to their inscription. 

Be sure to stop by the 
columbarium to explore these 
new opportunities! 
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Facing Death in Changing Times 

“In keeping with Walter’s wishes,  
there will be no service, and his remains 
will be scattered in all of  his favourite 
places.” 
Practices that were once unheard 
of  are quickly becoming the 
standard for the manner in which 
Canadians, including Catholics, 
respond to the death of  a loved 
one. The increasingly secular 
nature of  our society is shaping 
where and how we respond to 
death. Community centres, 
country clubs, restaurants and 
even hockey rinks are chosen as 
venues to celebrate and 
memorialize the beloved dead. 
Many of  these gatherings are 
‘private’ - intended for immediate 
family only, and often taking 
place weeks or months after the 
individual’s death. Some have 
interred the remains prior to the 
celebration, or perhaps scattered, 
divided or put away their loved 
one’s cremated remains. Others 
are simply opting out of  funeral 
rituals altogether.  

What are the contributing factors 
to the shift in how we deal with 
death? Some would say that our 
‘mobile’ lifestyles create 
geographical distances between 
family members that make it 
challenging to find both the time 
and a place for all to gather. 
Others would argue that the cost 
of  funeral celebrations and 
interments influence a family’s 
response to death. And in some 
situations, the bereaved are 
simply honouring the wishes of  
the deceased to either ‘have 

something simple’ or nothing at 
all.  
The more we avoid death, the 
more uncomfortable we become 
with it as a society. We live in a 
culture that values youth and 
vitality, and we struggle when 
those attributes begin to change. 

continued on page 6…

Although there has been increased media attention on end-of-life issues in the last few years, death remains one of  the 
most avoided topics of  conversation within our families and social circles. Whenever it does surface, it is usually 
dismissed as morbid, and the subject is quickly changed. It comes as no surprise that we have been labelled a ‘death-
denying’ or ‘death-avoiding’ culture. Our avoidance of  death has led to significant changes in the way we face, respond 
to and grieve the death of  a loved one. As we look ahead to November, the month during which we prayerfully 
remember our beloved dead, we begin a 5-part series of  articles focused on death - from the reality of  secular practices 
to the hope-filled rituals celebrated within our Christian Catholic faith. 
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Although death is a natural part 
of  the human condition, we fight 
and resist it, holding tightly to all 
that is familiar, longing for what 
once was. We even distance 
ourselves from death through the 
very language that we use to 
describe it, using ambiguous 
terms such as ‘passed away’ and 
‘left’ in an attempt to soften the 
harsh reality we have 
encountered. 

These ‘death denying’ 
perspectives also shape the way 
we grieve. When faced with the 
death of  loved one, many of  us 
hurry through the experience. 
We dismiss our grief  and 
convince ourselves that it is best 
to simply forget what has 
occurred. We strive to ‘get over 
it’ and ‘get back to normal’ by 
quickly resuming the rhythm of  
life as we knew it prior to our 

loved one’s death. We carefully 
hide our grief, so as not to make 
those around us uncomfortable, 
and we take pride in our ability 
to carry on as though nothing 
had ever happened…But it has 
happened, and eventually the 
residual effects of  unresolved 
grief  can manifest themselves in 
the fabric of  our emotional, 
spiritual and physical well-being. 

No matter how much we try to 
avoid it, death will eventually visit 
each of  us, as well as those we 
love, for death is a natural part of  
our human condition. In contrast 
to the finality of  many current 
secular practices, our Christian 
Catholic faith offers a hope-filled 
promise in the face of  death. 
Rather than view death as our 
enemy, we are called to embrace 
it as the gateway to something 

greater for which we are made. 
We respond to death, we ritualize 
it and we honour the mortal 
remains of  our loved ones with 
interment in a consecrated 
cemetery or columbarium. We 
grieve deeply, and we remember; 
however our remembering is not 
of  the past, but rather of  our 
future - in the promise of  the 
resurrection of  Jesus in which we 
will all partake, and in the hope 
that we will one day be reunited 
with those we love. It is through 
our paschal faith that we 
proclaim that life, not death, has 
the final word. 

As we remember and celebrate 
our beloved dead during the 
month of  November, let us take 
the time to contemplate, and 
perhaps even befriend the 
mystery of  death. 

In our next publication….Part 
II: The Value of  Celebrating Funeral 
Rituals 

Monique Gauthier 
Director of  Sales, Marketing and 
Promotions 
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 Recently Entombed in Living Waters Columbarium

Danny Brillantes 
April 10, 1959 - July 23, 2018

Cynthia Dee Slevin 
July 28, 1938 - Jan 15, 2018

Bob Nieman 
Nov 22, 1944 - Aug 4, 2018

 

Visiting the Columbarium 
We are pleased to welcome many visitors to the columbarium on a daily basis. For some it is a 
time of  quiet reflection. For others it is an opportunity to gather with family by a loved one’s 
niche. As we continue to grow, we are pleased to offer the visiting hours listed below. Be sure to 
spend some time in our new hospitality area during your next visit. Located on the lower level 
of  the church just outside the columbarium entrance, the hospitality area is a place to enjoy a 
warm beverage and cookie during your visit. 

Daytime 
Monday to Friday 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
*Holidays not applicable 

Evening  
Tuesday  
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Weekends 
Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 pm.



Living Waters Columbarium 
located within St. Gianna’s Church 

15 Columbia Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3Y 0R5 

Phone:  204-488-3977   E-mail:  livingwaters@stgianna.ca   Website:  www.livingwaterswpg.ca   
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